Speakers Panel
Kurt Husemann works as psychoanalyst and group analyst in private practice in Berlin. He is a member of the Group Analytic Society international (GASi) since the 80th of the last century (membership number 24). One of his fields of interest is the transculturality in groups. He came to this topic through his friend and colleague, Abraham Braun, who worked with patients individually after persecution and deportation from the first to the third generation, invited him to work with his patients on a group level. In 1983, he founded together with a dozen European colleagues, amongst them Malcom Pines, Dennis Brown, Jean Claude Rouchy, René Kaes and others the "European Association for Transcultural Group Analysis EATGA" and became later one of the chairs of this association. He is actually Vice-Chair of the Berlin Institute for Group Analysis (BIG), Group Training Analyst, Lecturer and Supervisor.
Thor-Kristian Island is a psychiatrist, psychotherapist and group analyst in private practice in Oslo, Norway. He is co-founder and previous director of Institute of Group Analysis (Norway). He was also co-founder of the Norwegian Group Psychotherapy Association. He has been training group analyst, supervisor and theory lecturer, as well as one of the large group conductors at the group analytic training program in Norway for 25 years. He has been committee member of EGATIN and member of the management committee of GAS (London). He was chair of the 13th Group Analytic Symposium in Molde, Norway in 2005. He is current member of the Board of Directors of IAGP. He has been large group conductor at the AGPA annual conferences in New York and New Orleans, IAGP congresses in Rome, Italy and Cartagena, Colombia. Thor-Kristian also co-conducted the Large Group at GASI symposium Lisbon in 2014. He has been large group conductor at many other national and international conferences, including Israel, Ukraine and Russia.
